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VotuME II} 


INDIANA 
AUTHOR AWARD 


An “Indiana Author of the 
Year” is to be chosen, if plans of 
the Executive Boards of the ILA 
and ILTA work out. 

At their meeting on April 26, a 
committee was appointed to de- 
velop a plan for putting this 
award into practice. 

According to tentative plans, 
some Indiana writer would be 
chosen and be awarded with a 
suitable scroll or citation and be 
presented at the annual conference 
banquet. 

This “Indiana Author of the 
Year” award was suggested as a 
successor to the annual Melcher 
Awards which were given in for- 
mer years to the local library 
making the greatest contribution 
in the local history field. 

Appointed on this “Indiana 
Author of the Year” committee 
are: Howard H. Peckham, Direc- 
tor of the Indiana Historical Bu- 
reau; Hazel Hopper, head of the 
State Library’s Indiana Division; 
and Eunice Johns, a Gary teacher 
and library board member. 


CONSTITUTIONAL 
CHANGES 


Three changes in the ILA constitution 
are being considered by the ILA Consti- 
tutional Amendment Committee, consist- 
ing of Caroline Dunn and Wilma Reeve. 
These changes will be presented and 
voted on at the fall conference. 

The first change authorizes the treas- 
urer of the association to assume office 
January 1 of each year. Thus the books 
would run on the calendar year, and the 
monetary transactions involved in the 
conference activities would be handled 
in continuity by one treasurer. Dues also 
would be continued on the calendar year 
basis. 

The second change involves the au- 
thority of the Loan Fund Committee. It 
is hoped that they will be empowered to 
administer scholarship grants as well as 
loans. 

Representation on the ILA Executive 
Board is imvolved in the third case. A 
proposed clnge involved here seeks to 
insure representation on the ILA Execu- 
tive Board for each of the four major 
types of library service, namely, public, 
school, college, and special libraries. 


REAPPOINTED 


Dr. Louis A. Warren of Fort Wayne, 
and John P. Goodwin of Brookville, 
have been reappointed by Governor 
Schricker as members of the Indiana 
State Library and Historical Board. 





MAY, 


‘LIBRARY MASTERS DEGREE 
|POSSIBILITY AT IU IN FALL 


During the summer of 1949, at the re- 
quest of the Library Certification Board, 


| Indiana _ University will again offer. an 
intensive eight weeks course of training 


for librarians of small public libraries. 
The dates of this course are June 15 to 
August 12. This training consists of three 
basic Library Science courses which will 
be taught by Bertha Ashby, Librarian 
of the Bloomington Public Library, and 
Mrs. LaVern Walther, Instructor in Li- 
brary Science. 

The Division of Library Science is 
now receiving requests from librarians 
throughout the state for a fifth year 
program leading to the Master of Arts 
degree with a major in Library Science. 
A similar request was received from the 
Action Committee of the Indiana Library 
Association last fall. Therefore, the Di- 
vision of Library Science in cooperation 
with the University Library has devel- 
oped plans for a fifth year curriculum 


; Which is in accord with the graduate 


programs offered in the leading library 
schools in the United States. If the 
necessary budget is granted the program 
will be offered beginning with the fall 
semester of 1949-50. 


The graduate program will be a natural 
extension of the undergraduate program 
which is now being offered. It is desir- 
able, therefore, that students have at least 
eighteen semester hours of undergraduate 
Library Science credit as a basis for 


TERRITORIAL ANNIVERSARY 
PLANS BEING FORMULATED 


A law to create an Indiana Territory 
Sesquicentennial Commission was passed 
by the 86th Indiana Legislature. The 
commission will supervise the participa- 
tion of the state in observance of the 
150th anniversary of Indiana Territory 
in 1950. 


“The proposed commission is to num- 
ber between fifteen and twenty members, 
all to be appointed by the governor. One 
shall be a senator, one a representative, 
and the others will represent historical, 
genealogical, and patriotic societies, edu- 
cational institutions, and similar civic 
organizations. The Director of the His- 
torical Bureau, Howard H. Peckham, is 
to serve as ex officio secretary. Nobody 
will receive any compensation, and the 
commission goes out of existence after it 
renders its report in January, 1951.” 


The State Library and Historical 
Board will cooperate with the commis- 
sion in stimulating and encouraging 
state-wide participation in a, sesquicen- 
tennial celebration. State-wide partici- 
pation may be promoted in many and 
various ways, but some of the outstand- 
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graduate work in the field. Persons who 
have less than this amount of under- 
graduate credit may expect to.take mare, 
than the minimum time for the comple- 
tion of the A. M. degree. A minimum of 
eight semester hours of approved Library | 
Science credit must be completed before 
a student is admitted to graduate study. 


This undergraduate work may be 
taken during a summer session previous 
to the opening of the fall semester. The 
degree will be awarded at the completion 
of two semesters of residence study and a 
minimum of thirty semester hours of 
graduate credit. At least twenty semester 
hours must be taken in graduate Library 
Science courses. Students who have had 
eighteen semester hours of Library 
Science at the undergraduate level will 
be urged to take ten semester hours of 





graduate work in fields other than 
Library Science. 


At the successful completion of the 
program the Graduate School will award 
the Master of Arts degree with a major 
in Library Science. Persons who might 
be interested in beginning graduate study 
in the fall of 1949 should contact the 
Director of the Division of Library 
Science for further information. As soon 
as the final budget approval has been 
received, a statement will be sent to all 
libraries in Indiana, according to Mar- 
garet I. Rufsvold, Director of the Di- 
vision of Library Science. 


ing and thought-to-be successful methods 
are: 

Obtain a commemorative postage 
stamp. 
Obtain a commemorative fifty-cent 
piece. 
Ask leading magazines. to do special 
photographic feature stories on In- 
diana. 
Send a stage coach around the state 
to arouse interest. This would be an 
ideal way to attract the attention of 
the general public. It would also 
insure ample publicity in local news- 
papers. 

One of the methods suggested for par- 
ticipation is also one of the desired ob- 
jectives of the celebration. That is to 
spark the county historical societies into 
activity. They are asked to produce 
special programs and exhibits for the 
celebration. It is to be hoped that this 
will cause them to flourish again. 

Richard B. Sealock, Librarian of the 
Gary Public Library and bibliographer, 
is preparing a special list of works, by 
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NUMBER 3 


TURK TO 
REPLACE HAGER 


Margaret Turk, librarian of 
Wiley High School in Terre Haute 
and president of the Indiana 
School Librarians Association, was 
appointed by the ILA Executive 
Board to serve out Margaret Ha- 
ger’s unexpired term on the ILA 
Board. 

Miss Hager, formerly librarian 
of the LaPorte public library re- 
signed her office as vice-president 
of ILA because she is now li- 
brarian of the Joplin, Missouri, 
public library. 

Since Miss Hager was chair- 
man of the Trustees’ Citation 
Committee, Lucile Sheppard, al- 
ready on the committee, was made 
chairman. Dan Williams of Mun- 
cie was added to the committee’s 
list. 


SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 
MEETING WELL 
ATTENDED 


150 school librarians representing 54 
Indiana counties attended the third an- 
nual conference of the Indiana School 
Librarians’ Association at Indiana State 
Teachers College at Terre Haute April 
8-9. 

New officers elected by the association 
for the coming year are: president, Edith 
Chalfont, Hartford City; vice-president, 
Margaret Griffin, Mishawaka; secretary, 
Georgia Moore, Martinsville, and treas- 
urer, Mary Isabelle Wood of In- 
dianapolis. 

An organizational meeting for the es- 
tablishment of a Student Assistant 
Association was held on April 9. A stu- 
dent planning committee representing 
five sectional divisions of the state was 
formed to work out plans and details 
for this group. A possible fall conference 
at Indiana University for the student 
group is in the offing. 


FALL CONFERENCE 
PREPARATION IS 
UNDER WAY 


Plans for the annual fail ILA-ILTA 
Conference, October 20-22, are well 
under way. The place will again be the 
Lincoln Hotel in Indianapolis. 


Hazel B. Warren is heading the com- 
mittee on local arrangements. The exhib- 
its chairman is again Harold J. Sander. 

From some of the ideas and suggestions 
put forth at the April 26 board meeting, 
it will be safe to say that the 1949 Con- 
ference will be interesting as well as 
educational. 
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RECRUITING 


Dan A. Williams, Muncie, chairman of the newly formed sub- 
committee on recruitment, says that his committee has already had one 
meeting. In this meeting an attempt was made to formulate the prob- 
lem, discuss what measures needed to be taken and to determine to 
what extent a State Committee could aid such efforts. 


The committee emphasizes that recruitment for any profession is 
unique in that the best work is done by individual contact. Devices 
and other assistance on higher levels can help make the job of the indi- 
vidual easier, but it still remains the fundamental job of each of us 
to do recruiting. Your committee feels that its first job is to encourage 
you. Nothing can be achieved unless each member of ILA and ILTA 
assumes recruiting for Indiana libraries as a personal activity and 
responsibility. ’ 


How best can your committee do its job? First by presenting the 
needs of librarianship to state-wide organizations of many types. Such 
approaches should make it easier for you to get a hearing before the 
local unit of any of these organizations. Second, the development of a 
speakers bureau. It is our intention to find librarians at various points 
throughout the state who will be willing to appear before organizations 
to present the case for library work as an important profession. We are 
hoping that there will be volunteers for this work and that none will 


need to be drafted. 


Third, one of our long range projects is the preparation of posters 
which can be displayed not only in libraries but in schools throughout 
Indiana. Fourth, we hope that there can be at least one session on 
recruiting at the annual conference in the Fall to bring each of us up 
to date on needs in Indiana, a report on progress in the state, and a 
frank discussion of techniques that can be used in effective recruiting. 


Another meeting of the committee is scheduled for early in June. 
Perhaps by Fall we will have some concrete achievements to report. 
In the meantime we want your cooperation’in advising the committee 
of your ideas for recruiting. Won’t you let us know—possibly we have 
overlooked a method which could bring good results? 


Recruiting is fundamental to good libraries in Indiana. Let’s all 
put our shoulders to the wheel to improve Indiana libraries through 
more and better qualified personnel. 


Recruiting Committee: 
Dan A. Williams 


Chairman 
Inez Paul 
South Bend 
Amanda Browning 
_ Indianapolis 
Elizabeth Burton, U. S. Naval 
Ordnance, Indianapolis 
Grace Brandt 
Ball State Teachers College 
Esther V. Burrin 
State School Library Director 


ELIZABETH WILLS 
WINS $50 ILA 
GRANT 


Elizabeth Wills, of Indianapolis, has 
been awarded one of the ILA $50 
scholarship grants for 1949. 

This grant is half of the amount given 
by IU president, Herman B Wells, to be 
used for library training scholarships. 
Details of the requirements for these 
awards as administered by the ILA Stu- 
dent Loan Fund committee were in the 
last issue of Focus and the March issue 
of Library Occurrent. 

Since only three applications were 
received and only one met the require- 


ments, the other $50 award will be avail- | 


able for the summer of 1950. 

Miss Wills has been a branch assistant 
at Prospect Branch of the Indianapolis 
Public Library since 1945 and plans to 
attend the IU session this summer. 

Members of the Student Loan Fund 
Committee are Aileen Murdock, Green- 
castle; Frances Stalker, Indianapolis; 
Ruth Bean, Evansville; Dr. Robert A. 
Miller, of Indiana University, and 
Harold F. Brigham, of the State Library. 


Mary A. Holmes, of Logansport, is 
chairman. 
MICROCARDS TOPIC 


AT CATALOG 
MEETING 


Eighty-six librarians from Indiana, 
Kentucky, and Ohio were present at 
a meeting of the Ohio Valley Regional 
Group of Catalogers held on the Univer- 
sity of Louisville campus, May 21. 

Fremont Rider, Librarian, Wesleyan 
University Library, Middletown, Conn., 
and Chairman, Microcard Committee, 
ALA, spoke on the history and de- 
velopment of microcards. Mr. Rider 
reports a steady growth in the use of 
microcards. 

The Louisville Free Public Library is 
entering the microcard publishing field, 
and will concentrate on pamphlets in the 
economic and government sphere. Mr. 
Rider. announces that the Microcard 
Foundation will publish material that has 
a potential sale of 25 sets. Originally Mr. 
Rider advocated ordering several sets of 
the microcards for any one book, so that 
one could be filed in shelf list, one under 
the author in the catalog, one under sub- 
ject, etc. Now, he treats the microcard 
as a book, and suggests clerical help type 
other cards to be put in the catalog, shelf 
lists, etc. Brief mounted film strips may 
be read by the microcard reader also. 

New officers of the Ohio Valley group 
are: Chairman, Otto Chomet, Cataloger, 
Antioch College, Yellow Springs, Ohio; 
Secretary-Treasurer, Virginia Hollings- 
worth, Head Cataloger, Dayton Public 


Library. 





FOCUS ON 


HOCUS POCUS 





HORRORS! 


How the library profession does rate— 
especially in Bulgaria! 

Time magazine for April 25, speaking 
of the Bulgarian situation, remarks that 
ex-Deputy Traicho Kostov was arrested 
for “spying” and Titoist deviations—and 
we quote, “He had been subjected to a 
fate possibly worse than liquidation. 
Stripped of all his power, he was ap- 
pointed director of Bulgaria’s National 
Library.’’ And we unquote with a 
shudder. 

WRONG PEW 

Mr. Brigham, at a District Meeting— 
“Now if your city had a population of 
75,000, and your library had a per capita 
income of $1.00, what would vou have?” 
Dan Williams—‘Somebody else’s li- 
brary.” 

FISHERMAN’S LUCK 


Some readers feel that trying to find a 
good book on the new fiction shelf is like 
fishing—the best ones always get away. 
If this is the case, the shelf is probably 
mislabeled. It should be Fishin’, instead 
of Fiction. 


REMINDER 
Don’t forget to mark your calendar for 
November 9-12. Remind yourself to go 
to Grand Rapids to attend the ALA Reg- 
ional meetings at that time. 





CHILDREN’S SECTION 
MEMBER GAINS 
ANNOUNCED 


The Membership Committee of the 
Children’s Library Association of ALA 
has been active in a drive for new mem- 
bers in 1949. The East-Central Section, 
of which Indiana is a member, is es- 
pecially proud of its record in this drive. 
The total of new members reported from 
this section for the C. L. A. for January 
and February was 181. Of this number, 
43 came from the East-Central Section, 
almost one-fourth of the entire new 
membership, and the highest number 
reported from any section. 

The children’s librarians in Indiana 
who have served on the East-Central 
Membership Committee are: Marian A. 
Webb, public library, Fort Wayne, Sec- 
tional Chairman; Mildred Voelkel, public 
library, Evansville, State Chairman; 
Marjorie Dobson, Indianapolis public 
library, City Chairman; and Ruth Bur- 
lingame, Evansville, City Chairman. 


LIBRARY SUPPLIES 


“Only the finest for over 50 years” 


SERVICE 
QUALITY 
NEW IDEAS 


SV RA CUS -B, 


GAYLORD BROS., Inc. 


ewe eRe 


DISTRIBUTED 


That very useful publication, “The 
Indiana Library Trustees Own Manual,” 
was distributed to every Indiana library 
board member in early April, according 
to State Librarian, Harold F. Brigham. 
As new board members are chosen, they 
will be presented with this manual. 

The manual was the work of last year’s 
Library Action Committee. Printing and 
distribution was handled by the State 
Library. 

Additional copies have been requested 
by Paul R. Benson, head of the ALA 
Trustees Division for distribution outside 
of Indiana. These will be made available 
at the following postpaid rates: 

25c for single copies 
$1.00 for five copies 
$1.50 for ten copies 

Copies may be ordered from Mrs. A. 
H. Moeller, 343 N. Line St., Columbia 
City, Indiana. 

Mr. Benson, a New Castle trustee and 
former president of ILTA, attended some 
of the district meetings to explain the 
use and functions of the manual. 


MARTHA SCHAAF 
IS NEW SLA 
PRESIDENT 


New officers. were elected by the Indi- 
ana Special Libraries Chapter May 18. 
Martha Schaaf, of Lillys, is the new 
president; Hazel Hopper, of the State 
Library, secretary; Leland Smith, of 
Allisons, treasurer, and Harold J. San- 
der, of the Indianapolis Public, is direc- 
tor at Large. 


Preliminary steps toward the forma- 
tion of a hospital library group within 
the Indiana Chapter took place at this 
meeting. 





COMMITTEE 
NAMED 


Appointment of a nominating com- 
mittee was announced by the ILA 
Executive Board on April 26. This com- 
mittee, Harriet Cartér of Elkhart, Esther 
Schlundt of Purdue, and Esther Burrin of 
the State Department of Public Instruc- 
tion, will bring in names to fill ILA 
offices. 

Since Margaret Hager has resigned her 
office as vice-president because of her 
leaving the state, names for both presi- 
dent and vice-president will be intro- 
duced. Formerly, the vice-president 
customarily was made president. 


The nominating committee will be 
glad to have you suggest names for the 
various offices. 


Good Books 


for 


Children’s Reading 


Displayed for your eval- 
uation without obligation 


ARTHUR C. GAU 
832 North Main Street 
SOUTH BEND 
Representing 
Beckley-Cardy Company 


Serving Librarians Satisfactorily 
Has Become A HABIT 


At Our Plant 


A HABIT 
We Shall Always Maintain 


“BOUND TO STAY BOUND” 
BINDINGS 


Prebound 
Books 


Library 
Rebinding 


NEW METHOD BOOK BINDERY, INC. 


Jacksonville, Illinois 











THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR SUGGESTIONS! 


Since the Reorganization in 1925 we have invited 


librarians to offer suggestions for the betterment of 
OUR SERVICE 
Your response and our desire to give the best always 


HAS MADE THIS BINDERY A LEADER. IN INDIANA 
During 1949... 


WE PLEDGE TO CONTINUE THAT SAME POLICY 


NATIONAL LIBRARY BINDERY COMPANY OF INDIANA, INC. 


546 South Meridian Street Indianapolis 4, Indiana 


Wite Today por the New... 


1949 Revised Edition 


GRADED LIST of BOOKS 
for Elementary Schools 
Handy listing of books for children in grades 1 
through 8 .. . a separate list for each grade... all 
8 lists in a pocket style folder! This new Graded List 


has more titles . . . more illustrations . . . more 
information than the previous edition. 


A. C. McCLURG & CO. 


333 E. ONTARIO ST. CHICAGO 11, ILLINOIS 


an investment 


in lasting beauty... TREND 


the new LB functional library furniture 


Lasting beauty distinguishes TREND’s contribution to your 
library. TREND’s modern, functional styling combines flush 
construction and rounded corners with complete economy 
of line to eliminate dust-catchers, reduce splintering and 
lower your maintenance costs. 

Librarians everywhere approve of TREND as the conclu- 
sive answer to their furniture requirements. For complete 
information phone your nearest Remington Rand Inc. office 
or, write for the booklets “TREND” and “Planning the 


Library Building”. 


Wood Shelving 
Charging Systems 
Tables and Chairs 


Exhibit Cases 
Visible Records 


Library Furniture 
Library Supplies 


Catalog Cases Magazine Racks 


Reminglon Re 


1535 N. MERIDIAN STREET, 


Library Bureau 


INDIANAPOLIS 
@ DEPT. M-149 








DISTRICT 
MEETINGS 


With better than usual attendance of 
both librarians and trustees, District 
Library meetings again provided for a 
discussion and chance for clarification of 
library problems. 

Lena B. Nofcier, new extension de- 
partment head of the State Library ma- 
nipulated and managed things smoothly. 

There were discussions on legislation, 
scholarships, conversion recruiting, pub- 
licity, retirement and pensions, bookmo- 
biles, library lighting, etc. 

Library Trustees had a chance to meet 
separately and thresh over such topics as 
the new trustee’s manual, insurance, 
bonding the library’s treasurer, and spe- 
cial problems connected with library 
administration. 

Hostesses for the various meetings 
were: Clifty Falls—Margaret L. Dixon 
of Madison; Richmond—Harriet E. 
Bard; Turkey Run—Mrs. Maye H. Jes- 
sup of Rockville; Spring Mill—Mrs. 
Mima Collier of Mitchell; Winamac— 
Mrs. Alma D. Zanger, and Pokagon— 
Vera Orewiler of Angola. 

Following are the approximate attend- 
ance figures of the District Meetings: | 
Clifty Falls, 74; Richmond, 132; Turkey | 








Run, 147; Spring Mill, 139; Winamac, 
163; Pokagon, 137, for a total of 792. 
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STUDIED BY 
COMMITTEE 


Bookmobile standards are under study 
by an ALA committee as well as an 
Indiana sub-committee. 


This state’s group, consisting of Mary 
Holmes, Logansport, Mrs. Susanna B. 
Woods, New Castle, and Lena B. Nofcier, 
chairman, Indiana State Library, has 
made a checklist of possible standards 
and specifications. 


DON R. PHILLIPS 
P.O. Box 57 
VANDALIA, MICHIGAN 


Distinctive Pre Bound 
Easy Books for Children 


Especially Low Priced 


Immediaie Delivery 


WRITE FOR LIST 


DISTINCTIVE BOOKS FOR 
DISCRIMINATING BUYERS 


RALPH W. SHUCK 
540 E. Cambourne 
FERNDALE, MICHIGAN 


Representing 


HEHN & HOTH, INC. 


IMPERIAL BOOK CO. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


se 


The Hobby Art Class has proved to be one of the most popular projects the library has ever 


Library Bookbinders 
Chicago, Illinois 





(Continued from page 1) 
subject, for use as reference material for 
celebration purposes. Mr. Sealock’s bib- 
liography will also be a permanent refer- 
ence list for teachers and students of 
Indiana history. The bibliography will 
include only those materials which are 
thought to be readily obtainable in most 
Indiana public libraries. 

Mr. Peckham, director of the Histori- 
cal Bureau and Secretary of the Sesqui- 
centennial Commission, extends a cordial 
invitation to all ILA members to en- 
courage their respective local historical 
societies to participate in the celebration. 
Of course, Indiana librarians will be is 
expected to aid in providing the literary 
material required by the participants. 

Members of ILA are also urged to 
contribute ideas, notions, proposals, and 
projects for the celebration. Please ad- 
dress all communications to Howard H. 
Peckham, 140 N. Senate Ave., Indian- 
apolis 4, Indiana. 


Compton’s 
Pictured Encyclopedia 
* 


Your Indiana 
School and Library 


Representative 


MRS. BESS VANDIVIER 
Box 36 
Franklin, Indiana 





They‘re Tough! The New DURO-TUFF Cloth Bindings of 


THE LITTLE GOLDEN BOOKS 


New Production Methods 


Send for Special Check List today. Look at these 
points for long library service . .. 

. Washable and verminproof. 

. Singer sewed —closely stitched. 

. Heavy drill reinforced. 

. Title and author’s name shown on spine. 

. Cover design silk-screened in colors. 
Never before so much quality for so little money! 
Your Library Budget goes farther at Wilcox & 


Follett. DURO-TUFF Covers. 


Our Indiana Library representative, Mr. C. E. Wedge, 
is now visiting Indiana Librarians. 


WILCOX & FOLLETT CO. 


1255 S. WABASH AVENUE 


"te 


sponsored. It was started in cooperation with the Adult Education program in the Rushville High 
School. Weekly classes, taught by the high school art teacher, have been held in the library. 

This Art Exhibit was held at the end of the winter term. It was preceded by very fine newspaper 
publicity which attracted the townspeople who wanted to view the local talent. The library staff was 
surprised and gratified by the large number of people who visited the library during the exhibit and 
by the genuine interest which was displayed. 


Why not have your library be the library of next month? Write the Heckman Bindery, or contact Ernie Marshall, your Heckman representative. 


Library of the month is sponsored by 


THE HECKMAN BINDERY 


NORTH MANCHESTER, IND. 





Send today for special check 
list of Little Golden Books in 


CHICAGO 5, ILLINOIS 





